EUROPEAN   JUNGLE

at the polling booth to have discovered a voter's political
sympathies.

In Kitzbilhel I picked up a Vaterland Front manifesto
which ran :

Deutsch sein, heisst frei sein !
Deutsch sein, heisst treu sein I

Ja oder Nein?

Mit Schuschnigg fur Osterreich
Ja oder Nein?

The intention to confuse the Issue was clear : " Germans
are free, Germans are loyal, therefore vote for Austria, and
keep Schuschnigg in power ! "

Dr. von Schuschnigg hoped to catch the Austrian Nazis
napping, and relied on the readiness of the average man
to vote for something which seems to promise a quiet life,
but he was not very sure of his own plans, for he did not
reveal them even to his own Cabinet, but only to the
Vienna correspondent of the New York Times. . . .

On Monday, March 7th, at midday, a confidant of Dr.
von Schuschnigg had approached Signor Mussolini with
an enquiry as to Italy's attitude towards the plebiscite.
Mussolini's immediate answer was that it was a mistake.
" This weapon will explode in your hands/' he said.

Who could doubt It, knowing the conditions In Austria?
Who could doubt that my friend in Kitzbiihel was right,
and that the plebiscite was a swindle?

No one doubted it in Austria, or Indeed anywhere in
Europe, except in England. In England and America the
public were told that the wicked Germans were trying to
stir up trouble again. Even The Times, which Is usually
fair in its news, gave no indication of the fury aroused
amongst moderate-minded Austrians, and commented as
follows in its issue of March zoth: "In Great Britain,